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credit to Mr. Lincoln's magnanimity, but
it was not a wise one. The sending of
the message to Congress would have
been a great mistake. The cqllapso of
the rebellion was at hand, and events
were culminating rapidly to the closing

profited very largely by these associa-
tions. In this city there are about ono
hundred of them, with nearly 20,000
stockholders. The payments, at tho
rate of 50 cents per share, are not less
than $30,000 a week, or $1,500,000 per
annum. Most of this is money that
would not be saved but for these asso-
ciations. Tho money thus deposited,
increased constantly by payments of in-

terest, constitutes a fund from which,
on compliance with certain conditions,
any stockholder can make a loan and
build a house. Thousands of dwelling
houses have been erected in this city in
this way, the owners paying for them in
weekly payments, running through sev-

eral years. No one thing has con-

tributed more to tho healthy growth of
the city than these associations. They
are one of the most practical and useful
features of modern civilization.

in aluminum, and which will doubtless be
in gTeat demaud hereafter for manufactur-
ing the metaL

Trust to Yankee ingenuity for getting
out of a dilemma. The Australian ballot
law goes into force at the Massachusetts
election on Tuesday, and the question fcas
been as to how the illiterate man could
save his vote. The voter, on going to the
polls, is given a ticket containing tho'
names of candidates of both parties, and is
required to make a cross opposite
the name of each one for ' whom
he wishes to vote all without
consultation with any one. A device
called the "illiterate voter's friend" is being
prepared to meet the emergency. It is a
sheet of card-boar- d with little square holes
in it. These holes are so cut that when the
card is laid over the ticket, tho edges coin-
ciding, the openings will be opposite the
names of the Democratic candidates or the
Republican candidates, as the case may be.
Then the illiterate voter has only to mark
a cross in every holo and he has marked
the party ticket. Ingenious, isn't itt

It is expected that the Catholic hier-
archy centenary celebration at Baltimore,
for which preparations have. been making

estimated, and the pride-rousin- g re-

turns are all in. Thero is nothing per-
manently mournful about a wheat crop
whose money value is $400,000,000, a corn
crop of 2,2G8,202,0$3 bushels, a potato
crop of 233,700,000 bushels, and a cotton
crop of 7,G00,000 bales. No deep-seate- d

gloom should infest a nation which pro-
duces 2,500,000 bushels of clover-see- d in
one season, and things should certainly
seldom "go contrary" in a State which
boasts, in one county, a $75,000 melon
crop, and still gloats over the rotund
comeliness of 40,000 bushels of apples
safely housed in barrels. Bushels surely
should speak louder than sighs, and the
jingle of tho dollar help the hurt tho
poet feels. Even by ' uncommer-
cial standards, the world, in its
autumnal mood, is wrongly - es-

teemed depressing. Nature herself
seems to wane in joyful spirit.
She goes, not to burial, but to restful
slumber, in such gorgeous and unparal-
leled apparel, winding up her working
days with such spectacular lavishness
and grandeur. In the gorgeous raiment
of her forest trees behold tho well-earn- ed

regalia of fruitful lives, the
brilliant gala-da- y dress of crowned use-
fulness; while in tho crafty squirrel's
cozy snuggery in school-boy- 's bag and
basket, or in grocer's box and barrel,
are stored the substantial records of
their industry. Read, therefore, in the .

waning year, even in the chill Novem-
ber rain, no message of dejection.' To
keep a work-a-da- y world on the track,
the practical should balance the poetical,
and the problems of existence arc solved
no more surely by the mild radiance of
the summer moon than by the glow and
deep breathings of a natural-ga- s fire.
With his slippers on the fender,
man snaps the fingers of his spirit at
the melancholy days, and sums up anew
cheerful reckonings of the season with
liberal congratulations in all directions.
With 20000 miles of new railroad in the
South, a wheat crop in Kansas, of 31,-000,0- 00

bushels, tho greatest shoe-wor- ks

in the world in Maine, the largest ax
factory in the country in Pennsylvania,
1,100,000 cases of canned salmon on the
shelves somewhere, 1,000 cattle going in

. one boat to England, and 3,000 hogs per
day being killed on his very thresh-hol- d

in all this surely he can find
wherewith to keep the wolf of the rae-fr- .l

countenance from his door.

colonal to ceueral. He was tho hero of thobattle of Tccoac, the famous engagement
between the troops of L rdo and Diaz. A-
lthough ho was repulsed, he fouscbt with a
mere handful of men until the last moment,
nnd was tho hero of tho battlo. He is a
brave and good man, modest, quiet and re-
tiring in disposition, beloved by tho soldiers
and the people.

General Grant's good sense was con-
tinually exhibited dnringhis famous jour-
ney around tho world. Ho did not profess
an interest in sichts and scenes unless he
felt it. He did not hesitate to express his
disappointment in Venice, of which he had
heard so much all his life, but which bo
found to be "nothing but a rickety old
town with a lot of open scwerj running
through it."

The Queen Regent of Spain has returned
to Madrid after a few weeks at San Sebas-
tian. Beforo leaving she presided over tho
annual fete of tho "bathing women." and
after watching tho graceful national
dauces which formed a chief feature of
tho festivity, the Quoi n asked one of tho
women, "Who has taught 3-o-

u to dance fo
well!" To which tho woman, with ready
wit, replied, "Dame, madamc, the good
God Himself. Ho is a good teacher. And
not expensive, cither."

"Take plenty of exercise," Mrae. Patti
wrote; "take it in the open air; take it alone,
and breathe with the mouth closed. Live
on simple food; all the fruit and raro beef
you want, very littlo pastry, a glass of
claret for dinner, corlce in moderation, butnever a pip of beer, because it thickens tho
voice and stupefies the senses. Keep regu-
lar hours for work, meals, rest and recrea-
tion, and never under any circumstances
indulge in the fashionable habit of eating
late suppers. If you want to preserve thebeauty of face and the priceless beauty of
youth keep welL-kee- p clean, keep erect and
Keep cool."

Maurice TnpMrsoN, who has recently
beentmadethe literary, editor of the Inde-
pendent, has fought his way to literary
success by sheer perseverance. The olos-- e

of the civil war found him stranded high
and dry in the ' little town of Calhoun, lia.Finding there was nothing for him to do
in that remoto place, he mnde his way to
the North and settled at Crawfordsville,
lud., where he studied law, but he did not
give up his first love, literature. He wrote
stories, essays, poems, criticism, every-
thing, and, having proved that he was a
capable writer, ho has been rewarded by a

. good position. ,

Some of the papers of a gushing tendency
announce that Miss Huntiugton's marriage
with Prince Hatzfeldt elevates her "to tho
ranks of royalty." It docs nothing of tho
kind. Prince Hatzfeldt is not a member of
any royal house. Tho title of princo does
not have the significance in continental
Europe that it has m England. Princo
Bismarck is not royal: neither is Prince
Schwartzenburg. nor Prince Mctternich.
In France tftero aro many princes dating
from the days of Napoleon. Onlv iu Eng-
land does prince indicate membership of
the royal family beyond doubt, and even
there tho title comes 1)3 custom rather than
by any formal investure.

Princess SomiE's. trousseau cost over
$G,2o0 for underlinen one. The chemises
are made partly of Gt.man linen and part-
ly of silk, and were richly trimmed with
embroidery and lace. Tho handkerchiefs

. aro of Indian silk, so' hito and others-wit-

a colored bord( e monogram, tho
coronet, and Latin f executed in beau-
tiful whito embroic' . Other handker-
chiefs are embroidered" with a colored bor-
der in tiny patterns, and trimmed with
real Valenciennes laccj Others, acain, havo
a quaint drawn-threa- d bordering. Her
trunks have the coroneted S. on a brass
shield, and the jewel case, which is covered
in red morrocco leather, with tho Princess's
monogram in curiously wrought bronze.
Tho interior is lined with lino ruby velvet.

Mrs. Charles Crocker, before the death
of her husband, was one of tho social lead-
ers of ?an Francisco, and the, large house
on California street was the scene of many
great entertainments. The finest of theso
was the reception given to General Grant
on his return from his tonr of the world.
General Grant declared that it was ono of
the most mn gnincent he had received on his
journey. The great house was built so that
all the rooms on tho ground lloor could 1
thrown into one apartment. The picturo
gallery contained the best collection of
paintings in California, with the single ex
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A NAEKOW ESCAPE.

Asa matter of unpublished history,
nothing has com to light recently of
greater interest than the draft of the
message which President Lincoln pro-

posed to Issue two months before the
close of tho war. Tho message was
dated Feb. 5, 18C5, and was intended to
bring the war to an end by paying for
the slaves. It recommended Congress
to authorize the payment of $400,000,000
to the Southern States, to be distributed
among them pro rata according to their
Blave population, on condition that the
rebels should lay down their arms and
all resistance to the national authority
should cease before the 1st day of April,
then next ensuing. As a further condi-
tion of peace all political offenses were
to be pardoned and all property, except
slaves, liable to confiscation or forfeit-
ure was to be released therefrom. At
this time slavery had been abolished, bo
far as the national government could do
it. Tho proclamation of emancipation
of all slaves in the rebellious States
was issued Jan. 1, 18C3. On
Jan. 31, 1SG5, tho final vote was taken
in Congress submitting the thirteenth
amendment to the States for their ap-

proval, and its ratification was prac-
tically assured. This amendment for-
ever abolished slavery within the United
States. Thi3 was the 1 situation two
months before the surrender of Lee,
when President Lincoln submitted to
his Cabinet this plan of securing peace
by paying for the slaves and extending
general amnesty to the rebels.

Regarding this proposition, it must be
said that while it was exceedingly cred-
itable to Mr. Lincoln's magnanimity and
furnished tho highest proof of his desire
to bring the war to an end, it was not so
creditablo to his sagacity nor to his ap-

preciation of the temper and spirit of
the people of the North. The war had
then been in progress nearly four years.
It had been prosecuted at a fear-
ful cost, and it is not surprising
that President Lincoln should shrink
from tho responsibility of continuing
it if he could by any possible
means secure an bonorablo peace. His
proposed oiler of $400,000,000 was based
on an estimate of the daily cost of tho

' war, that sura being supposed to repre
sent the cost for two hundred days, or
about six months. Assuming that the
war might last even longer than that,
tho adoption of this plan would still re
sult in a large saving of money, not to
speak of the saving of human life and
suffering. Theso considerations must
be taken into account, and it is evident
that Mr. Lincoln had weighed them
carefullj-- . On tho other hand, it was
reasonably plain, at that time, that the
end of the rebellion was near at, hand.
Grant had it by the throat, and was
tightening his grip every day. The re
sources, of tho South were exhausted,
while thoso of the North were not. The
Confederacy was on its last legs, while
the spirit of the North was unbroken
and determined as ever. Slavery was
practically abolished. The Northern
people felt that the armies then in the
field were able to suppress the rebellion.
They wanted peace, but only on the con-
dition of unconditional surrender by tho
rebels and the complete re-establ- ish

ment of tho national authority, without
any enforced concessions by tho govern
ment. Mr. Lincoln's plan does not seem
to have recognized these latter condi

"tions. -

lie showed great wisdom in submit
ting the proposition to his Cabinet and
in yielding to their judgment in the mat
ter. They opposed it unanimously, and
so decidedly that Mr. Lincoln dropped
it. Undoubtedly it was well ho did. If
tho messago had been sent to Con-
gress without consultation it would
have caused a disruption of his
Cabinet, which at that time would havo
been a gravo disaster. Whether sent
with or without tho approval of his Cab
inet, it would have excited a storm of
opposition in Congress, in tho press and
among tho people. It would havo been
approved by the Democratic part-- ,
which was always for peace on any
terms, but it would have been bitterly
denounced by tho great mass of tho
loyal people of the North, and by tho
army. It would not havo passed Con-
gress, but would havo encouraged tho
rebels, and tended to prolong he war,
which was then , Hearing its end. Tho
North would infinitely have preferred
upending $400,000,000 more, or twice that
sura, in prosecuting the war to an
end rather than pay it to rebels
for slaves who were already free. Tho
proposed plan did the greatest possible

scenes. Two months after the date of
the proposed proclamation Lee surren
dered, and the other rebel armies fol-

lowed in quick succession. Lincoln's
assassination occurred a little more than
two months after the Cabinet meeting
at which his proposition Was considered
and rejected. Tho war came to an end
much within the period named in his
proposed proclamation. The publica-
tion even now shows what a narrow
escape Mr. Lincoln had from committing
a great blunder.

SCIENCE AND COOKERY.

Of cookery books there is no end;
innumerable are the collections of
recipes showing how to bake, and broil,
and stew, and prepare all manner of
savcry viands. There are also treatises
upon the chemistry of cooking and the
relation of the character of food to nu
trition; but no scientist has 'heretofore
given his attention to cooking as an art
by treating of tho effect of different de
grees of heat upon specific articles of
food, in adapting them to the processes
of nutrition. It has remained for Ed
ward Atkinson, the versatile statisti
cian, scientist and social economist, to
turn his mind to the practical consider-
ation of this question. Gentlemen of
his standing; when dealing with
the application of special knowl-
edge to every-da- y life, usually
content themselves with advancing
theories and leaving others to test
them. Not so with Mr. Atkinson. Hav-
ing had his attention called to the loss
of some of tho best elements of food, in
the ordinary methods of preparation,
tho waste of heat and the excess of labor
involved, ho set about the task of pro
viding an actual remedy. . This he has
furnished in the shape of a substitute
for a stove, which he calls a cooker.
He bases its construction on the prin
ciple that any kind of tough meat may
be reduced to a tender condition by
long application of heat at 180 or 200
degrees, without loss of flavor or nutri
tious qualities, if cooked in a vessel
substantially air-tigh- t, and that most
meats and grains are most nutritiously
cooked at lees than the boiling point.
His cooker, which is a very 6imple con-
trivance, consists of a tight metal box
inclosed in another, with a packed wall
of wood pulp, which is a non-conduct- or

of heat, an air' chamber being between
the two boxes. The heat is derived
from an oil lamp, the fumes from which
do not enter the inner chamber, but
conveys tho heat by means of an inter-
mediate vessel of water. The food is
placed in the inner box, tho lamp lighted
and the contrivance left to itself, while
the cook goes off about his business. It
needs no watching, nothing can burn,
and, given time enough, which is con
siderably more than that required in ordi
nary methods, the meats, tegetables and
puddings will come from tho box de
lightful in flavor, and, what is rather
difficult of belief, with tho flavors un
mixed, although all havo been inclosed
together. The inventor points out that,
with this cooker, there is, in addition to
the improved quality of the food, a sav
ing of labor, since no constant bending
over the stove 13 required, a saving of
fuel, and no overheating of kitchen or
cook. So interested is he in the theory
that he has also invented an oven for
baking bread, a contrivance much like
tho other, except that no vessel of water
is used to carry tho heat. He remarks
ingenuously, that ho devoted two even-
ings to learning how to make bread, and
baked his loaves over tho evening lamp
which lighted his library table
while ho read the evening

. .
pa- -

c a mmper. Air. Atkinson complains that,.
although his inventions have'
been beforo the world for some time, no
manufacturer will take them up, for the
reason that no patents aro on them, and
being now only made when ordered, are
expensive and not within the reach of
tho poorer people, for whom they were
primarily intended. In 6hort-sighTc- d

philanthropy ho refrained from taking
out a patent on tho cooker, in order to
give tho public tho benefit, and when
warned by experience, he applied for a
patent on the oven, found that one had
been granted, many years ago, on a con
trivance sulliciently similar to interfere,
but which had just missed the practical
point. It is quite probable, however,
that if these cookers and ovens were
offered at a price merely nominal the de-

mand would be small. The cooks and
house-keepe- rs . of the country are wed-
ded to tho habit of preparing meals in
the shortest possible time, and of the
galloping method of cooking which is in-

volved in frying, roasting and boiling at
a furnace heat, instead of simmering
and securing tho best elements of food.
The people are not yet ready for im-

proved cookers; they need education
first in the science of cooking.

THE MELANCHOLY DAYS.

Thero are stand-poin- ts from which
national prido and a conscientious sense
of commercial accuracy forbid heartfelt
indorsement of the poetical assertion
that these aro the melancholy days, the
saddest of the year. In the sense of a
pictorial gloom, perhaps, the statement
may havo a partial value. From the
wailing winds, tho naked woods, the
meadows brown and sere, and the per-
ished sisterhood of flowers, the some-
what pessimistic mind may, no doubt,
deduce some oniamental, interest-lendin- g

lines of sombreness and dejection;
but, in truth and in fact, this is purely
decorative distress, and the season must
be accepted in its insistent joyfulness.
To a determined gloom-seeke- r, strange
as it may appear, tho month of August
can muster more depressing contingents
than this same much-abuse- d November.
Then cities aro deserted, houses are
closed and dull, endurance of the heat is
tho pervading occupation, birds are
silent, nothing happens, and the tido of
the year and of human affairs seems to
have reached its most stagnant and
dismal point. In November, in cheering
contrast, the pulse of nature and of
human nature has begun busily to throb
again. Crops have been harvested and

One of the speakers at the Spanish-America- n

luncheon, on Friday, 6tated
that one South American city had morq
daily papers than New York. Surprising
as it may seem, this is a fact. The city re-

ferred to is Buenos Ayres. The Argentine
Kepublic is the most prosperous and pro-
gressive of South American States, and
Buenos Ayres, itscapital, is the most pros-
perous city. Tho Argentinians are . the
Yankees of South America, and in their
general characteristics approach tho North
Americans moro nearly than any of the
Latin-America- n peoples. During the last
twenty-fiv- e years the population of the
Argentine Republic has increased nearly
twice as fast as that of the United States,
and even now Buenos Ayres is growing as
fast as Omaha or Denver. The people
are intelligent, enterprising, progressive,
and know a great deal more about the
United States than we do about them.
There are banks in Buenos Ayres with a
larger capital than any bank in this conn-tr- y.

The Provincial Bank has a capital of
33,000,000, and carries larger deposits than

any bank in New York. Buenos Ayres has
twenty-thre-e daily papers, of which eight-
een are published in Spanish, two in Eng
lish, one in French, one in German, and one
in Italian. The city has nine theaters, two
universities, largo public libraries, fine pub-
lic schools, three gas companies, five street
railway companies, over forty miles of sw- -

ers, hospitals, dispensaries, art schoolsor- -
phari asylums, benevolent institutionsfine
pnblio buildings lighted by electricity,
parks, boulevards, asphalt pavements, and
all the features of a progressive modern
city. Tho amount expended by the govern-
ment for educational purposes exceeds that
of this country, and their public school sys-
tem compares favorably with ours. Several
Indiana ladies are teaching in the Argen
tine Kepublic, including one or two from
this city. '

The corner-ston- e has just been laid of a
soldiers and sailors' monument in Brook
lyn, which is expected to be a fine work of
art. It will be in the form of an arch,
eighty feet in width, seventy-on- e feet in
height and forty-fiv- e feet deep in the clear,
the arch proper having a " height of forty-eig- ht

feet and a width of thirty-seve- n feet.
It will cost 250,000. The base of the monu-
ment will be of dark polished Quincy
granite, a lighter colored stone of the same
quality being employed for the upper por-
tions. The monument will contain relic
rooms designed for memorial halls, which
are to be finished with marble wainscoting
arid mosiac. Tho exterior design of tho
structure is highly elaborate, the orna-
mentation comprising bronze groups of he-

roic size, recesses for bas-relie- fs and
'equestrian figures in nearly full
relief. The New York Times
says editorially: "The Brooklyn arch will
ho by far the most massive of the monu
ments of the civil war thns far erected.
There is scarcely a large village that has
not eomo memorial of those of its inhabi
tants wb bore arms in the war, but these
memorials are, as a rnle, impressive only in
view of their intention." Tho soldiers' and
sailors' monument now being erected in
this city, cannot be included in the list of
monuments "impressive only in viowof
their intuition." In actual cost it will
fall but little below tho Brooklyn arch,
while in artistic conception and impressive--
ness it will no doubt fully equal it.

The South American tourists were enter
tained in Louisville yesterday, coing
through the usual amount of sight-seein- g,

banqueting, etc. From Louisville they go
to Mammoth cave. Lexington and the
blue-gras- s farms of the vicinity will bo tho
.programme for to-morro- w, and on Tues
day they will witness the manner of con
ducting an American election, the counting
of the ballots and the scenes incident to
the receipt of the election rettrns, in Cin
cinnati. Pittsburg will be next visited.
the party touching at Mansfield and Wash
ington, and an inspection of the railroad
shops at Altoona will be made on the way
to Philadelphia. The visitors will remain
three days in tho Quaker City, leaving
there the morning of Wednesday, Nov. 13,
touching at Uarrisburg, Pa., and reacting
Washington lato in the afternoon of the
same day. This will end the tour tendered
by the government of the United States to
the International American Congress, but
the delegates will later visit New York
city, where they will be handsomely enter
tained.

One of the employes of the Pension Office
whose pension has been rerated and raised
from $4.25 to $13 a month is William B.
Pratt. From all accounts it is doubtful if
he is entitled to any pension. His "dis
ability" consists of a wounded finger of one
hand. The board of examining surgeons
who examined him in the first instance re-

ported that they found a "small linear
cicatrix on the side of the proximal pha
lanx of the third finger next to the middle
finger of the right hand, no perceptible im
pairment of motion, and very little, if any.
loss of strength, and In our opinion there is
no pensionabledigability from this cause."
On this report his application was denied.
Subsequently he got a pension, and has re-

cently been related on the ground that
"tendons in the deep-seate- d flfexor were in
volved." It is probable Pratt cannot crook
his finger with as much facility as he
would like.

As electricity is the coming light and
motor, so, probably, is aluminum the com-

ing metal. Only the difficulty ef produc
ing it in largo quantities and consequently
its enormous cost, have prevented it from
being applied to many practical uses. But
these difficulties are being removed, and
indications are that aluminum will soon
be produced cheaply enough to justify its
general use. Its weight is less than one-thir- d

of that of iron, and scarcely more
than twice as much as that of wood, audit
is.infact, thelightestmetal possesaingmax- -
imum tensile strength and capable of re
sisting the action of tho air in the presence
of moisture. The general" introduction of
such a metal will revolutionize the me
chanical .world. By the way. it may not
bo generally known that there are ex
tensive deposits of clay (kaolin) in Law-
rence county, Indiana, which are very rich

for several months, under the general di-

rection of Cardinal Gibbons, will be one of
the most brilliant and interesting church
celebrations that has ever taken place in
the United States, in view of the number
of prelates and others of rank and dignity
in the church who will participate. Car
dinal Gibbous has received acceptances of
the invitation to attend from eighty
bisbopsand others of his rank, including
Cardinal Taschereau, of Canada, and arch
bishops and bishops from. Mexico. The
Most Kov. Frauds Satolli, archbishop of
Lepanto, will arrive in Baltimore this
week as the special representative of the
Pope at the celebration. The congress will
open on Sunday, 10th inst, and continue
several days.

China is falling into the march of prog
ress, and is to bo lighted, in part at least,
with electricity. The Westinghouse Electric-

-light Company at Pittsburg has se
cured the contract to erect a central station
for a very large electric-ligh- t plant in
Pekin, China, and the machinery has al-

ready been shipped. The city is to bo
lighted throughout with incandescent
lamps, whose number runs into many thou-
sands Electric men consider this a great
triumph for America, because tho competi
tion1 with European companies is very
keen. - '

Tun visit of the South-Americs- n dele
gates is likely to prove as great an educa
tion to the people of this country as to
them. It has set people to thinking and
talking about South America in away
that is pretty sure to lead to abetter
knowledge of those countries than has pre
vailed heretofore. Maps, globes, encyclo
pedias and books of travel on South Amer-
ica will be in demand.

The New York Sun, commenting on the
farmers' combines which are springing up I

throughout the country, says: "All of this
goes to show that farmers are like other
men. They are against all trusts, monopo
lies and combinations except their own.
And, when all humbug is left aside, this is
about the position of everybody else."
That is just about the size of it.

A correspondent of one of the city pa
pers, writing from . Brightwood, says that
suburb is to have a new natural-gas- . well,
and that "Mr. John S is chaperoning
the enterprise." Of course, every young
gas well ought to have a chaperone, but
Sew men are qualified to act in that ca
pacity. '

Now comes the announcement that Eng
lish capitalists are negotiating for the pur
chase Of some Of the leading patent medi-
cine concerns of this country. It is to be
hoped they Will not try to buy the Capitol
at Washington or attempt to get a corner
on Bunker Hill monument.

EiOXDOX bankers are watching the course
of politics in Virginia very closely, and are
deeply interested in the result of the com-

ing election. A few banks of that city
hold about $20,000,000 of Virginia bonds.

TnE man who spells Christmas with an X
is betrinnincr to break into print again. Ho
should be promptly exterminated. ,

To the Editor of the Indianapolis Journal:
Whyi8 the key of theBastilo kept at Mt. Ver

non! llEADETR.

Ladoga, Ind.
It is ono of several keys in existence; it--

was presented to Washington .by Lafay-
ette, and is therefore a proper relio to be
preserved at Mt. Vernon.

BREAKFAST-TABL- E CHAT.

A second Christine Nilsson has appeared
Sn the person of a young Norwegian singer
of that name. She is said to possess a re
markable voice.

It is made known that the Queen of Eng
land wears seven-and-a-ha- lf gloves; always
black; with only four buttons. She uses
about two dozen pairs a year, and they cost
eight shillings and sixpence the pair.

In an old cemetery at Riverhead, L. I.,
is seen this startling legend, cut on a stone
by time well worn and with damp moss
overgrown:

An Honest Lawyer,
SriCER B, DAYTON.

Died Feb. 22, 1772.
Young Siegfried Wagner, who intends

eventually to become an architect, will de-

vote himself during the coming year to a
careful study of his illustrious father's
works at the Frankfort Conservatory, in
order to carry on tho Bayreuth perform-
ances in future.

Presidext Carnot of France is an en-

thusiastic Shakspearian scholar. He has
piles of manuscript containing his notes on
the Shakspearian plays, and he has trans-
lated into French "Macbeth." "Romeo and
Juliet" and "A Winter's Tale." Carnot is
not a Baconian, but is willing to acknowl-
edge that Shakspeare was a magnificent
plagiarist. s

'.

Tirru Tib, the slave-trade- r, whom Stan-
ley converted into his lieutenant, is not,
says Hubert Ward, "so black as he is
painted, even though he bo as black as
your hat," Mr. Ward has a photograph
of him, which shows an iiiofTensive-look-in- g.

ilat-nose- d savage, and the humorist
Bill Nye took it for "Uncle Remus," when
ho saw it. j

Miss Caroline Whitino, seventy-on- e

years of age, has been a teacher in New
Y'ork city for lifty-thre- e years. For fifty
years sho has notspent adaj in bed; has
taught always in the same school (No. 11),
and worn out two school bnildmgs; has
been forty years principal, and has t wenty
teachers under her care, and has had no
fewer than 12,000 pupils.

In 1S10 William Barger paid two mules
for twenty-eigh- t acres of land along the
Missouri river, near Kansas City. The river
has sinc changed its bed, increasing the
plot to 2X) acres valued at $200,000, which,
the courts say, belong to Mr. Barger. Somo
men are born to land; somo achieve land,
am some have land thrust upon them. To
the latter fortunate class Mr. Barger be-
longs.

General Tofete, who has just been ap-

pointed Governor of Lower California, is a
most distinguished soldier. He has won
for himself a high uamu in military circles,
and thero is not a braver man iu all of
Mexico. He is about forty-fiv- e years of
age. He uuule himself "famous at the
attack on the City of Mexico ty the rebels
and for his bravery was promoted from

MUNICIPAL CONTROL OF GAS-W0EK- S.
.

. An article in the Forum on the mu-
nicipal control of gas-wor- ks contains
some statements worth consideration,
not only by city authorities, but by citi-

zens generally. Without discussing the.
objections that may be raised to such
ownership none of which, however, are
not equally applicable in case of water-
works, which are owned by many cities

it must be said that in matter of
cost tho weight of argument is in favor
of municipal control. Numerous data
are given showing the actual cost of
making gas. With gas coal selling at
$4.25 a ton a high estimate gas, it is.
said, can bo furnished to consumers
at Co cents a thousand feet, this including
cost of repairs, distribution, taxes and'
general expenses involved. ' In the
United States only eight cities own their
gas-work- s. Tho price to consumers in'
these cities varies from $1.02 to 75 cents
a thousand feet." Wheeling, Va., fur--.
nishes gas at the seventy-five-ce- nt rate,
owing to the fact that its plant is paid
for and no profits beyond actual ex-

penses aro necessary. TJie average price
of gas in the United States, as furnished
by private enterprise, is $1.75; in Eng-
land, where municipal control is the
rule, it is 71 cents, and on the continent
$1.20. When gas-wor- ks are in private
hands, company officials must bo paid
high salaries, dividends must be paid.to
stockholders, and, as a matter of course,
tho highest price . possible is exacted
of tho public to meet these de-

mands. In Wheeling tho plant was
bought from a company, in 180, for
$170,000, gas then selling at $2.50 per
1,000 feet. Tho debt was paid from tho
profits. Since then the works have been
rebuilt, Vith modern improvements, out
of the profits, without a dollar of taxa-
tion, and are now worth $500,000. The
price has been gradually reduced to 75
cents, but at that rate, in 1888, tho de-
partment lighted, free of charge, the
streets, markets, school-house- s, engine-house- s,

City Hall, public buildings, Y.
M. C. A. rooms, etc., and yet turned
into the city treasury $27,1CG net cash.
Obviously the system of public control
of this public necessity has some good
features.

OUR BUILDING ASSOCIATIONS.

There is ono distinctive institution
which has dono a great deal for many
cities in the United States, including In-
dianapolis. We refer to the building
and loan associations. Without gbiug
into details of organization, it may be
stated that these associations aro formed
for tho purpose of enabling persons of
limited means and small incomes to
build houses and become the owners of
housed This is accomplished by a sys-
tem cf small weekly payments on each
share of stock, the average being fifty
cents a week per share. The stockhold-
ers are mostly workingraen, small trades-
men, clerks, persons Working on weekly
wages, and young men disposed' to save
instead of squandering their earnings.
Of thse a majority are daily or weekly
wage-worker- s. The associations com-
bine the features of a savings bank and
loan institution, each stockholder being
ablo, under certain conditions, to borrow
a sura of money proportioned to the
number of shares held by him, on which
ho makes weekly payments cover-
ing the interest and reducing the
principal until the latter is entirely re
paid. In this way a person of email
means is enabled to get a considerable
loan on long time and easy payments,
and thus become the owner of a home.
These associations aro, great promoters
of thrift and saving. They are far bet-
ter than ordinary savings banks, becausb
they furnish a strong motive for saving,
and the rales make weekly payments
compulsory. Tho result is that thou
sands of persons gave money who would
not otherwise, and the associations be.--
como a great incentive to house building
and home-gettin- g.

Many cities in the United States havo

ception ot senator Stanford a. low women
of large wealth have given of their abund
ance more liberally or judiciously to tho
objects of charity than Mrs. Crocker, and
there is hardly a local charity now in ex-
istence that is not under obligation to her
for material aid.

rr.CCAKY AM) rattler.
Fight to a Bitter Finish Between Two Very

Dissimilar Animals.
Fort Davis (Tex) Letter.

Not long since, --while in camp near the
foot hills of the Diablo mountains, our
Mexican scout was Ward hallooing and
bawling from amid tho bush about a hun-
dred yards down stream. We jumped to
our feet and ran to the spot, where wo
found tho descendant of Montezuma gazing
jnfently on the i ground and nearly fright-
ened out of his seven senses by something
ho saw there. Approaching carefully, wo
beheld in a little clearing an immense rat-
tlesnake coiled, with his fourteen rattles
Eoised in the air and making music for all

worth, to the terror and distress of
the horror-stricke- n Mexican. The snake
wasoueof thoso bloated, yellow things, a
genuine Staked Plains rattler, and. from
his ugly, horrid appearance, I could sce
the reptile was simply overloaded with
Foison. Sudh are tho kind the Apache

seek when they want to secure
materials for poisoning their arrows. I
must admit that, although I have killed
scores and'liundreds of rattlesnakes in my
time, yet this fellow looked so perfectly
horrible and deadly that I hesitated to
undertake.the dutv of destroying him.

While watchinghim and carefully calcu-
lating the best and safest means of putting
an end to his existence, whist! rush! like a
shot from a rifle out from the bushes dart-
ed a small brown object which leaped head-
foremost, headlong, directly upon the
serpent. It was a very small peccary.
Quick as the latter was, yet the rattler was'
quicker, and euccecded in making two
strikes at the pig, burying its fangs
lirst in the lip and next in
tho leg, but the peccary paid
no more attention to thoso . trifling
taps than if the strokes had never been
made. He caught the rattlesnake about
the middle with his mouth, and placing his
sharp fore boofs on the lower 'coils of tho
shiny creature, proceeded to tear the rep-
tile into shreds. Tortured by the enemy.
,who was destroying him. the head and
upper portion of the snake worked liko
lightning, delivering stroke after stroke
with such rapidity that its body looked
like an elongated yellow and brown steak.
Indeed, the motion was &o intensely swift
that I could only compare it to the piston
of a locomotive when the engine is going
at full speed. We had retired to the shelter
of tho nearest brush, where wet stood ob-
serving this strange combat, without dis--
tnrbing the parties most interested. The
little aggTessor had now stretched tho
links of the snake with such ten-
sion that ho was unable to do
moro damage, and so was forced
to let go iu order to catch a hold further
down. Tho moment ho released his foot
:np his bristly littlo body was enveloped
y coils, and tho rattler proceeded to

squeeze with his lowr half while the head
portion of it was still going hammer and
tongs as before. But tho rattlesnake is no
constrictor, and the contest was 6oon over.
Making a grab at the darting fan?, tho littlo-q-

uadruped caught the head iu his
mouth, and with a vicious snap completely
severed that member from tho body. This
be proceeded to swallow with great rdisb.
Tho headless coils now relaxed and fell to
tbe crontid. where they lay $iuirming and
wriggling until the head, witii its load of
poison, had been disposed of. Then tho
little fellow grabbed tho body, secured a
good hold, and. with a 6elf-s:tiHfi- ed grunt,
ran off and dinapi'cared in the forest.

An Agricultural Opinion.
Iowa State Reiner.

About M per cent, of all the dogs in the
country should bo planted deeply near
some valuable grapo viuo. They would be
far more useful thcr than in ronmiug
about the country. Hearing horses, fright-
ening children and killing sheep.

The St. LouU GutbrrJng.
Minneapolis Tribune.
. The "wheat-growe- rs convention' repre-
sented Col. X. Cnluuin and a few other
gentlemen who belit-v- e as ho dot s, and mis-
represented the great body vt the win
crow ers of theYcU


